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Ten decades of Ragas

Famous Sitar player Ravi
Shankar is celebrating
his 10th decade with per-
formances across UK. He
performed at the

Bridgewater Hall in
Manchester, at the
Symphony Hall in
Birmingham and now at
the Barbican centre in
London. He is also
expected to perform at
the Usher hall in
Edinburgh.

Titled as the “Evening
of Ragas, the Sitar maes-
tro is accompanied by
Tanmay Bose on tabla,
Ravichandra Kulur on
flute and Parimal
Sadaphal on sitar.

It is said that Shankar
has developed a style dis-
tinct from that of his con-
temporaries and incorpo-
rated influences from
rhythm  practices of
Carnatic music. His per-
formances begin with
solo alap, jor, and jhala
(introduction and per-
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formances with pulse and
rapid pulse) influenced
by the slow and serious
dhrupad genre, followed
by a section with tabla
accompaniment featuring
compositions associated
with the prevalent khyal
style. Shankar often clos-
es his performances with
a piece inspired by the
light-classical ~ thumri

genre.

Shankar has
been considered
one of the top
sitar players of
the second half
of the 20th cen-
tury and was

awarded the
three  highest
national civil

honors of India:
Padma Bhushan,
in 1967, Padma
Vibhushan, in
1981, and
Bharat Ratna, in
1999. He also
received the
music award of the
UNESCO International
Music Council in 1975,
three Grammy Awards,
and was nominated for
an Academy Award.

Celebration of his
10th decade is a huge
achievement not only for
Shankar but for the
music community of this
world.

Everyone loves Bhangra

Bhangra, a typical dance
based on music from a
Punjabi folk drum, folk
singing, and a single-
stringed instrument
called the iktar; the
tumbi and the chimta
seem to have become
extremely popular in the
UK. A lot of you might
say, what’s new about it?
Well, it’s surprising
when Brazilian and
Hawaiian clubs start
playing bhangra and
non-Asians start to
experiment with it.

I came across a
young group of British
journalists who said they
loved to go to clubs that
play a mix of different
music and bhangra has
to be on the list. One of
them said, “When they
play bhangra all I want
to do is jump on the
dance floor and do those
steps that my Indian
friends have taught me.
It is so much fun and so
relaxing. I love it.”

It’s always useful to

give a little background
of this famous dance
style. Bhangra took large
steps toward mainstream
credibility in the 1990s,
especially among youths.
At the beginning of the
nineties, many artists
returned to the original,
folk beats away from
bhangra music, often
incorporating more dhol
drum beats and tumbi.
This time also saw the
rise of several young
Punjabi singers.
Beginning around
1994, there was a trend
towards the use of sam-
ples mixed with tradi-
tional folk  rhythm
instruments, such as the
tumbi and dhol. Using
folk instruments, hip-
hop samples, along with
relatively inexpensive
folk vocals imported
from Punjab, Punjabi
folk music was able to
abolish bhangra music.
In 2010, the story of
how bhangra arrived
and developed in the UK

was told in the stage
musical Britain's Got
Bhangra, produced by
Rifco Arts. The show
was the first ever
bhangra musical, with
much of the show in
Punjabi, making use of
the live dhol, dholak and
tabla throughout, and
has traditional folk
melodies as well as an
original score by Sumeet
Chopra with crossovers
into pop, rap and R&B.
Today, Bhangra is a
favourite not only
among Asians but even
among those with no
connection with Asia.
The music brings togeth-
er people from different
communities and that’s
what makes it so special.
Any dance night without
a “mundiya tu bach ke
rahi” seems incomplete
and my Saturday night
at a Brazilian club felt
complete the moment I
heard the words “balle
balle” Long Live
Bhangra music!

ICJ holds conference

International Council of
Jurists  organised an
“International
Conference of Jurists for
Judicial Reforms” at the
Hotel Crown Plaza in
London. The invitees
include Rt. Hon’ble Lord
Phillips, President of
Supreme Court of the
United Kingdom, Chief
Justices, Law Ministers,
Judges of the highest
Courts, Members of
Parliament, corporate
advocates, Bar leaders,

Chartered Accountants,
social activists, diplo-
mats and media persons.

The conference was
supported by many glob-
al law firms like the
Singhania & Co. Firm
which is a UK-India law
firm with offices in both
the countries.

The conference
focused on issues such as
Accountability and
Judicial Reforms, Role of
Alliance and Networking
between Law Firms,

Accountancy Firms and
Management
Consultancy Firms, Role

of Corporate
Governance in
Strengthening the
Economy, Legal
Education - A Global
Perspective, Human

Rights and Terrorism,
Bribery & Corruption,
Relationship amongst
Judiciary,  Legislature
and Executive and
Arbitration and
Mediation.

Let us know what you think.

Email Spriha at spriha@abplgroup.com

Journeys for Change

Anand Shukla, Pratik Dattani, Sukhi Ghuman, Pradeep Pursnani, Pauline Miller, Bijna

Dasani, Kamel Hothi, Mamta Saha, Aekta Mahajan, Talei Loto

The City Hindus Network
(CHN), in partnership
with State Street
Corporation, one of the
world’s leading providers
of financial services to
institutional investors, on
last Thursday welcomed
over 200 delegates to an
evening reception with an
esteemed panel of leading
British-Asian personali-
ties discussing cultural
ethics vs. business princi-
ples and their own inspir-
ing personal and profes-
sional motivations at the
event titled ‘Journeys for
Change.’

The collaboration was
hosted by the Global
Inclusion team at State
Street in their Canary
Wharf offices. The CHN
is a non-profit organisa-
tion created to promote
networking, education
and charity amongst
Hindu professionals.

The Chair, Mamta
Saha of Think Spa
London was accompanied
by a distinguished panel
Kamel Hothi, Asian
Market Director Lloyds
TSB Corporate Markets;
Anand Shukla, Acting
Chief Executive of UK
childcare charity Daycare
Trust; Pradeep Pursani,
business director at the
Shell Foundation; and
Sukhi Ghuman, CEO of
Octavian Security.

The guests included
City professionals and
leading business figures
who contributed to the
debate, which explored:
@ Cultural ethics vs. cor-
porate principles
® Behaviour = shifts
amongst generations of

Skylink—

YATRA BY TREKKING

‘British-Asians’

@® Drivers for success and
motivations for philan-
thropy

@ Enriching pearls of wis-
dom

Kamel Hothi, who
progressed her career
from a cashier at Lloyds
TSB to Asian Markets
Director after successful-
ly breaking through many
gender and race-related
glass ceilings, said “I'm
delighted to have partici-
pated as a panellist on the
Journeys for Change
event. The State Street
and CHN collaboration
has established a plat-
form where differing
ideas, backgrounds, expe-
riences and perspectives
are welcomed, respected,
and valued; last night’s
event was the ideal
opportunity to inform,
inspire and engage with
the next generation of
leaders. As someone who
has been involved in
many seminars and
events, the professional-
ism and passion I wit-
nessed behind organising
this panel was very
impressive and I am sure
is one of the main reason
for its success.”

Sukhi Ghuman, Chief
Executive of Octavian
emphasised “I’'m pleased
to have participated as a
panellist — Journeys for
Change sparked an
unprecedented enthusi-
asm for subsequent dis-
cussions. It’s fantastic to
have inspired by appeal-
ing to noble motives and
challenging the audience
to achieve a higher level
of achievement.”

The consistent mes-
sage in the panel discus-
sion and responses to
questions from the audi-
ence was how the panel-
lists continuously perse-
vered to achieve their
goals, and how their spir-
itual philosophies helped
them remain resilient in
the face of obstacles.

Pauline Miller of
State Street said: “We
were delighted to host the
City Hindus Network at
our offices. State Street is
committed to engage-
ment with the communi-
ties in which we operate.
This is our second collab-
oration with CHN.”

Bijna Dasani, patron
of the State Street Global
Inclusion and CHN part-
nership said “We are
delighted to have hosted
such a successful event.
The panellists share a
superb palette of creden-
tials; they’ve enriched
and inspired the dele-
gates who have been
filled with a new level
camaraderie and enthusi-
asm.”

Aekta Mahajan, a
committee member for

the City Hindus
Network, which hosts
regular networking

events for Hindu profes-
sionals, said: “This work-
shop provided an inspir-
ing platform to show
younger  professionals
that, even in the current
economic environment, it
is possible to find a deep-
er meaning in life. It is
possible to experience
personal growth without
sacrificing your passions
or your spirituality.”
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